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REPORT ON INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY — 2026 CELEBRATIONS

Theme: “Different Contexts, Common Aspirations”

Venue: MANA TV Hall, Government College for Men, Kurnool
Date: 12 August 2026

Time: 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Organised by: Government College for Men, Kurnool in association with SETKUR (Society for
Employment and Training, Kurnool), Department of Youth Welfare, Government of Andhra Pradesh.

Participants: 600 Students and 50 Staff Members
1. Introduction:

International Youth Day — 2026 was celebrated with great enthusiasm at the MANA TV Hall,
Government College for Men, Kurnool, on 12 August 2026 from 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM. The
programme was organised by Government College for Men, Kurnool in association with SETKUR,
Kurnool, and the Department of Youth Welfare, Government of Andhra Pradesh, with the theme
“Different Contexts, Common Aspirations.”

The programme aimed to inspire young people to recognise their responsibilities towards
themselves, their families, society and the nation. Particular emphasis was placed on developing
positive attitudes, disciplined hard work, employability skills, goal orientation, freedom from
addictions, responsible use of technology and constructive participation in nation-building.

The programme was presided over by the Principal, Dr M. Indira Santhi, and was graced by
distinguished dignitaries including Prof. V. Venkata Basava Rao, Vice-Chancellor, Rayalaseema
University and In-charge of Cluster University, Kurnool, Dr G. Srinivas, Registrar (FAC), Cluster
University, Kurnool, Smt P. Deepthi, District Employment and Skill Officer, Kurnool, Dr Bharathi,
Principal, KVR Degree College for Women, Kurnool, Dr K. Nagaraja Shetty, Principal, Silver Jubilee
College, Kurnool, and other invited dignitaries and faculty members. Dr K. Venugopal, CEO-SETKUR,
Kurnool, served as the Chief Organiser.

2. Objectives of the Programme
The major objectives of the celebration were:

1. To create awareness among students about the significance of International Youth Day and the
role of youth in nation-building.

2. To inspire students through the ideals and teachings of Swami Vivekananda, particularly his
emphasis on courage, character, discipline and purposeful action.

3. To motivate students to set realistic academic, career and personal goals and work towards
them systematically.

4. To create awareness about the harmful consequences of smoking, opium and other addictive
substances.
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5. To discourage mobile-phone addiction and excessive dependence on digital devices.

6. To encourage students to overcome procrastination and develop the habit of completing tasks
on time.

7. To promote employability awareness, planned preparation and sustained hard work among
students.

8. To develop responsible citizenship and discourage involvement in criminal and anti-social
activities.

9. To provide students with opportunities to demonstrate their talents through essay writing,
elocution, debate and other competitions.

10. To strengthen collaboration among the three constituent colleges—Government College for
Men, KVR Degree College for Women and Silver Jubilee College.

3. Inaugural and Welcome Programme

The programme commenced at 10:30 AM with a warm welcome to the distinguished
dignitaries, faculty members and students. The dignitaries included the Vice-Chancellor of
Rayalaseema University and In-charge of Cluster University, Kurnool, the Registrar of Cluster
University, the District Employment and Skill Officer, principals of the participating constituent
colleges and other invited guests.

The Principal, Dr M. Indira Santhi, presided over the programme. The presence of senior
academic and administrative personalities provided the students with an opportunity to interact with
and receive guidance from experienced leaders in higher education, employment services and youth
development.
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4. Ganesha Prayer and Tribute to Swami Vivekananda

The formal programme began with a Ganesha prayer song, creating a solemn and auspicious
atmosphere. This was followed by a tribute programme dedicated to Swami Vivekananda.

The dignitaries and invited guests garlanded the portrait of Swami Vivekananda and paid their
respects. The tribute highlighted the relevance of Vivekananda's message to contemporary youth,
particularly his emphasis on self-confidence, determination, character building, service and
purposeful action.
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5. Jyothi Prajwalana - Lighting of the Lamp

The dignitaries participated in Jyothi Prajwalana, symbolising the removal of ignorance and
the spread of knowledge, wisdom and positive thinking. The lighting of the ceremonial lamp set the
tone for a programme focused on enlightenment, awareness, discipline and empowerment of young
people.
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6. Address by the Principal — Dr M. Indira Santhi

In her presidential address, Dr M. Indira Santhi, Principal, Government College for Men,
Kurnool, emphasised the importance of youth in shaping the future of the nation. She encouraged
students to draw inspiration from the life and philosophy of Swami Vivekananda and to develop
confidence, discipline, perseverance and social responsibility.
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She stressed that students should utilise their college years for acquiring knowledge,
developing skills and building strong character. Her address motivated the students to become
responsible citizens and contribute positively to society and the development of the nation.

7. Address by Dr K. Venugopal, CEO-SETKUR

Dr K. Venugopal, CEO-SETKUR, Kurnool, addressed the gathering and focused particularly on
the dangers of harmful habits and addictions among youth. He cautioned students against smoking,
opium and other addictive substances that can adversely affect physical health, mental well-being,
academic performance, family life and future employment prospects.
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He advised students to make constructive choices, maintain healthy lifestyles and concentrate
their energy on education, skill development, employment and personal growth. His message was
particularly relevant to the theme of youth empowerment and responsible citizenship.

8. Address by Smt P. Deepthi, District Employment and Skill Officer

P. Deepthi, District Employment and Skill Officer, Kurnool, addressed the students on
employment opportunities and the importance of systematic preparation for a successful career.

She advised students that employment success requires planned, scheduled and sustained
hard work rather than last-minute preparation. She encouraged students to understand their abilities,
identify appropriate career opportunities, acquire relevant skills and follow a disciplined preparation
schedule.

Her interaction helped students understand the relationship between education,
employability skills, career planning and employment opportunities.

9. Address by the Chief Guest — Prof. V. Venkata Basava Rao

The Chief Guest, Prof. V. Venkata Basava Rao, Vice-Chancellor, Rayalaseema University and
In-charge of Cluster University, Kurnool, addressed the gathering with a strong message on goal-
oriented youth development.
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He urged students to overcome the habit of postponing important tasks and to avoid
unnecessary dependence on mobile phones. He emphasised that achievement requires
concentration, time management, consistent effort and determination.

He encouraged students to identify clear goals and work towards them with commitment. His
address motivated students to transform their aspirations into action and to use their time
productively.

10. Address by Dr G. Srinivas, Registrar (FAC), Cluster University

Dr G. Srinivas, Registrar (FAC), Cluster University, Kurnool, provided valuable guidance on
setting and achieving personal and professional goals. He explained that success is the result of a
combination of clear objectives, proper planning, discipline, perseverance and continuous effort.

His interaction helped students understand that ambitious goals can be achieved when they
are divided into manageable steps and pursued consistently.

11. Youth Pledge Programme

A significant component of the celebration was the Youth Pledge Programme. Students
collectively took a pledge to work hard, maintain discipline, stay away from criminal activities and
reject addictive substances.
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The pledge also emphasised that every action and effort of young people should contribute to
the progress, unity and development of the nation. The activity created a strong sense of collective
responsibility among the participating students.

12. Competitions and Prize Distribution

As part of the International Youth Day celebrations, various student competitions were
conducted, including essay writing, elocution, debate and other literary and intellectual activities.
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Students from the three constituent colleges—Government College for Men, Kurnool; KVR
Degree College for Women, Kurnool; and Silver Jubilee College, Kurnool—participated
enthusiastically.

Prizes and certificates were distributed to the winners in recognition of their performance. The
competitions provided students with opportunities to improve communication skills, critical thinking,
creativity, confidence and public-speaking abilities.

13. Felicitation of Dignitaries

The invited dignitaries and guests were felicitated by Dr K. Venugopal, CEO-SETKUR, and Dr
M. Indira Santhi, Principal, Government College for Men, Kurnool.
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The felicitation expressed gratitude for the participation and valuable guidance provided by

the dignitaries and strengthened the institutional partnership between the college, SETKUR, the
Department of Youth Welfare and the participating constituent colleges.

14. Refreshments

Tea and biscuits were served to all participating students and staff members. The refreshment

arrangement helped facilitate interaction and a comfortable environment throughout the
programme.

15. Programme Outcomes

The programme resulted in several significant outcomes for the student community:

Youth awareness: Students gained a deeper understanding of their responsibilities as young
citizens and their potential contribution to national development.

Character building: The teachings and ideals of Swami Vivekananda encouraged students to
develop confidence, discipline, courage and determination.

Addiction awareness: Students were sensitised to the harmful effects of smoking, opium and
other addictive substances.

Digital discipline: Students were encouraged to control excessive mobile-phone use and utilise
technology constructively.

Career awareness: Guidance from the District Employment and Skill Officer helped students
understand the importance of systematic preparation, employability skills and career
planning.

Goal orientation: Students received practical guidance on setting targets, avoiding
procrastination and working consistently towards their objectives.

Responsible citizenship: The youth pledge reinforced commitment to avoiding crime, rejecting
addictions and contributing positively to society.
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e Communication skills: Essay writing, elocution and debate competitions strengthened
students' communication, analytical and presentation abilities.

¢ Confidence building: Participation before distinguished guests provided students with
opportunities to express their ideas and develop self-confidence.

¢ Institutional collaboration: Participation of three constituent colleges promoted academic
interaction, cooperation and a shared platform for youth development.

¢ National consciousness: The programme encouraged students to connect personal
achievement with the larger objective of national progress.

16. Benefits to the Student Community

The celebration provided students with both motivational and practical benefits. The
interaction with university administrators, principals, employment officials and youth-development
authorities exposed students to multiple perspectives on education, career planning, discipline and
social responsibility.

The programme particularly benefited students from rural and economically disadvantaged
backgrounds by providing direct access to guidance on employment preparation, skill development
and personal development. The emphasis on avoiding addictions, mobile-phone overuse and
procrastination addressed several contemporary challenges faced by young people.

The competitions further created an inclusive platform where students could demonstrate
their abilities beyond regular classroom learning. Thus, the programme contributed to the holistic
development of students—academic, professional, social, emotional and ethical.

17. NAAC Mapping
The programme contributes significantly to various NAAC quality parameters, particularly:
Criterion Il — Teaching-Learning and Evaluation

e Encourages holistic student development beyond classroom teaching.

e Provides opportunities for communication, critical thinking, presentation and creative
expression.

e Supports student-centric and experiential learning.
Criterion lll — Research, Innovations and Extension

¢ Promotes community-oriented awareness on youth empowerment, addiction prevention and
responsible citizenship.

o Strengthens extension-oriented activities addressing contemporary social issues.
e Encourages students to connect academic learning with real-life social challenges.
Criterion V — Student Support and Progression

e Provides career and employment awareness through interaction with the District Employment
and Skill Officer.
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e Supports students in developing employability skills, confidence and goal orientation.

e Encourages healthy lifestyles and responsible behaviour.

Criterion VI — Governance, Leadership and Management

o Demonstrates institutional leadership through collaboration with SETKUR and the Department
of Youth Welfare.

e Promotes coordination among constituent colleges and external stakeholders.

o Reflects effective organisation and participatory institutional management.

Criterion VIl — Institutional Values and Best Practices

e Promotes constitutional and ethical values, social responsibility, discipline and national
consciousness.

o Addresses substance abuse, responsible technology use and prevention of anti-social
behaviour.

e Encourages sustainable and responsible youth participation in nation-building.

18. SDG Mapping

The programme directly supports several United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):

SDG Goal Programme Contribution
SDG 3 Good Health and Well- | Awareness against smoking, opium, addictive substances and
being unhealthy habits.
SDG 4 | Quality Education Holistic learning, communication skills, career guidance and
personality development.
SDG5 | Gender Equality Participation of students from constituent colleges including KVR
Degree College for Women and promotion of equal opportunities.
SDG8 | Decent Work and | Employment awareness, career planning, skill development and
Economic Growth systematic preparation for employment.
SDG 10 | Reduced Inequalities | Inclusive participation and equal opportunities for students from
different social and educational backgrounds.
SDG 16 | Peace, Justice and | Youth pledge against crime, addictions and anti-social activities;
Strong Institutions promotion of responsible citizenship.
SDG 17 | Partnerships for the | Collaboration among Government College for Men, SETKUR,
Goals Department of Youth Welfare, Cluster University and other
constituent colleges.
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19. Overall Impact

The International Youth Day — 2026 celebration successfully transformed the observance into
a meaningful student empowerment and awareness programme. Rather than being limited to
ceremonial activities, the programme addressed practical challenges confronting youth—addiction,
mobile-phone dependence, procrastination, lack of career planning and insufficient goal orientation.

The participation of 600 students and 50 staff members created a broad platform for
disseminating messages relating to youth development, employability, responsible citizenship and
nation-building. The presence and guidance of senior university officials, principals, employment
authorities and SETKUR leadership added considerable academic and practical value to the
programme.

The theme “Different Contexts, Common Aspirations” was reflected through the collective
participation of students from different institutions and backgrounds who shared common aspirations
for education, employment, personal success and a better society.

20. Conclusion

The International Youth Day — 2026 programme concluded successfully at 12:30 PM with the
singing of the National Anthem - “Jana Gana Mana.” The event created a positive and motivating
atmosphere among students and reinforced the message that India's youth are not merely
beneficiaries of development but are important partners and future leaders in the country's progress.

The programme successfully combined youth awareness, career guidance, personality
development, addiction prevention, value education, communication skills, institutional
collaboration and national consciousness. It therefore served as a meaningful extension and student-
development activity aligned with the objectives of higher education, NAAC quality enhancement and
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.

Programme Duration: 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Venue: MANA TV Hall, Government College for Men, Kurnool

Total Participation: 600 Students + 50 Staff Members

Organiser: Dr M. Indira Santhi, Principal, Government College for Men,
Kurnool

Chief Organiser: Dr K. Venugopal, CEO-SETKUR, Kurnool
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FEEDBACK ANALYSIS REPORT
INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY - 2026

Theme: “Different Contexts, Common Aspirations”

Venue: MANA TV Hall, Government College for Men, Kurnool
Date: 12 August 2026

Time: 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Total Participants: 600 Students and 50 Staff Members
Student Respondents: 220

Introduction

A structured feedback exercise was conducted after the International Youth Day — 2026
programme to assess students’ perceptions regarding the relevance, usefulness, organisation and
overall impact of the event.

A total of 220 students responded to a ten-item feedback questionnaire. The questionnaire
focused on awareness about International Youth Day, relevance of the theme, inspiration from Swami
Vivekananda, career guidance, awareness regarding addictions, mobile-phone usage, goal setting, the
youth pledge, competitions and the overall usefulness of the programme.

Students were requested to indicate their response on a five-point scale:
e Excellent-5
e Good-4
o Satisfactory -3
e Poor-2
e VeryPoor-1
For analytical purposes, Excellent + Good responses are treated as a Positive Response.

Feedback Questions and Response Analysis

1 The programme increased my
awareness about International Youth 176 38 5 1 97.27%
Day and its significance.

2 The theme “Different Contexts,
Common Aspirations” was relevant to 170 42 6 2 96.36%
today's youth.

13| Page




The programme inspired me through
the ideals and teachings of Swami 174 39 6
Vivekananda.

96.82%

The programme helped me
understand the importance of
planned hard work and career
preparation.

168 44 7

96.36%

The awareness given on smoking,
opium and other addictive substances 172 40 7
was useful.

96.36%

The programme motivated me to
reduce unnecessary mobile-phone 165 46 8
usage and avoid procrastination.

95.91%

The guidance on setting goals and

178 35 6
working towards them was useful.

96.82%

The youth pledge strengthened my
sense of responsibility towards 169 43 7
society and the nation.

96.36%

The  competitions and prize
distribution encouraged participation, 175 39 5
confidence and talent development.

97.27%

10

Overall, the International Youth Day
programme was useful and beneficial 180 34 5
to me.

97.27%

Overall Feedback Result

Out of the 2,200 individual question responses (220 students x 10 questions):

1,727 responses were rated Excellent.
400 responses were rated Good.

65 responses were rated Satisfactory.
11 responses were rated Poor.

No significant negative trend was observed in the feedback.

Thus, 2,127 out of 2,200 responses (96.68%) were positive, falling under the Excellent or Good
categories.
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The estimated overall mean feedback score was approximately 4.75 out of 5, indicating a very high
level of student satisfaction and perceived usefulness.

TOTAL 10 QUESTIONS
2200 RESPONSES - ANALYSIS

BResponses @ Escellent @Good @ Satisfactory @Poor
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